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EASTER 2020
To all members of St Peter’s Shipley

Easter this year is going to feel very strange. We have got used to celebrating Jesus’ resurrection at a time when the season of Spring also speaks of new life, and to using the time of holiday to be with those we love, whether family or church. This year, none of that can happen, unless we can contact others through the wonders of technology. But even that is not the same.

The last time I can remember Easter feeling strange was when I lived in New Zealand. In the southern hemisphere, April is the onset of autumn rather than spring, and so Easter is not celebrated at a time when all of nature is springing into life. To me, that felt quite wrong! But then I came to realise that the central, biblical message which we celebrate is not changed by the circumstances around us. Christ is risen! Death has been conquered! A new kingdom has arrived!

Of course this year we shall all miss many things which have always made Easter special for us, but perhaps the very unusual circumstances of 2020 should drive us back to this central message of the Gospel, which goes beyond feelings, and which nothing can change. The same Spirit who raised Christ out of death and the grave on the first Easter Sunday morning is the Spirit who dwells in us by faith and is at work in us  -  even when we are confined to our homes.

I’m pleased to be able to report that many folk have been engaging with our online presence over the past weeks, and that we’ve received expressions of thanks from a number of different parts of the world far beyond these shores as well as from West Yorkshire. Until the national situation changes we will continue to offer online worship as we have been doing via the church website, facebook page and youtube channel – and we will stay in touch with those of you who can’t readily access these things. Please keep the Staff Team in your prayers as we plan ministry, co-ordinate the work which can go on, and look towards better times.

John Rainer

Lord God,
You loved this world so much,

That you gave your one and only Son

That we might be called your children too.

Lord, help us to live in the gladness and grace

Of Easter Sunday, every day.

Let us have hearts of thankfulness 

For your sacrifice.

Let us have eyes that look upon your grace

And rejoice in your salvation.

Help us to walk in that mighty grace

And tell your good news to the world.

For your glory Lord.

Amen.
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